
Reg Charity No: 1094735 

    LONG MEADOW SCHOOL 
Garthwaite Crescent, Shenley Brook End, Milton Keynes, MK5 7XX  

 (01908 508678 –  fax: 01908 520630) 
e-mail: office@longmeadow.milton-keynes.sch.uk 

                                      web:www.longmeadow.milton-keynes.sch.uk   
 

 

Headteacher: Mr Philip Gray BEd (Hons) CANTAB, NPQH  
 
 

 
Friday 03 July 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
You will be aware that yesterday, the UK government announced their plans to support all children 
returning to school in September. Their guidance and advice was very similar to what we, as a school, 
had predicted it would be. This will mean another stage of planning for the school, once again ensuring 
that all of our staff, children and parents are as safe as possible at all times. Once we have finalised our 
plans we will of course communicate them to you. However I thought it prudent to share some key 
points which you will need to be aware of over the coming months. 
 
Attendance: School attendance will be mandatory again from the beginning of the autumn term. This 
means that, from that point, the usual rules on school attendance will apply, including: 

● parents’ duty to secure that their child attends regularly at the school where the child is a 
registered pupil and they are of compulsory school age 

● schools’ responsibilities to record attendance and follow up absence 
● the availability to issue sanctions, including fixed penalty notices, in line with local authorities’ 

codes of conduct 
 

Uniform: We will most likely be returning to our usual uniform policy in the autumn term. Uniform plays 
a valuable role in contributing to the ethos of a school and setting an appropriate tone. Uniforms will 
not need to be cleaned any more often than usual, nor do they need to be cleaned using methods which 
are different from normal. 
 
We know that September may seem daunting for parents, children and staff alike, but please rest 
assured that, as we have done during this period, we will work tirelessly to provide the best and safest 
school we can. It will be good to get our old school back to some sort of normality. 
 
Bubbles now closed - Due to us being full in Years 1 and 6 and our Key Worker bubbles, we will now not 
be accepting any more children for the last two weeks of term into any bubble across the school.  
 
Books and children's items - We have had a couple of parents enquire about receiving their child’s books 
from this year, as well as items that may have been accidently left in drawers, etc..  Unfortunately, we 
will not be able to arrange for these to be returned until September at the earliest. Every non-essential 
item is now stored securely and hygienically in the school hall; this ensures that we do not have to 
continually move and clean it and was part of our original risk assessment and implementation plan. This 
means however that tables, chairs, units, etc. from EVERY class are now in one place. Going to retrieve 
items is not possible as it would mean everything would have to be cleaned. We will be putting the 
school back together over the break so will be able to sort items then. We will then devise a way to 
return these to the child (including those who have left) in a safe way. 
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Sports week - As we would usually be having our sports days at this time of year, Mr Steel will be setting 
all children (at home and in school) daily challenges to complete. We would love to see videos of the 
children having a go, or just an update each day of how they are getting on. Look out for the video 
throughout our usual platforms next week. 
 
Google - Staff have continued to complete Google Meets for those children not in school. There seem to 
have been some Wi-Fi issues in some homes and, when using a desktop or laptop, it appears you may 
need to download Google Chrome to support this. Either way they have been successful. All of the 
teachers have been ‘upskilled’ by Miss Devlin in how to create a Google Site - these are mini websites 
and will be used to celebrate learning at home and at school. Look out for your class’s site going live over 
the coming week. We have had some super feedback from those which are live already. 
 
Mr Gray’s IT helpdesk - Some children may have been prompted to change their password this week. If 
you do, you will need to log out of all the devices you have used and re-enter your new password that 
you create. Sometimes, if passwords are compromised, Google security will prompt a password change. 
If you find you can still access some part of Google Classroom, log out and you may get prompted to 
change it then. 
 
Transition - All of our new EYFS children joining us in September now have their transition information 
(which includes a live Google Meets Presentation from Mrs Wright and Mrs Frost next week!), and our 
Year 6 children have been in contact with their secondary school with some finding out what forms they 
will be in. For the rest of LMS moving to new classes, we are just finalising the details of the Google Meet 
with your new teacher or a video from them introducing themselves. We know it is different, but want 
the children to at least be able to say hello! The children of course cannot visit their new room and say 
hello face to face due to the current restrictions. 
 
Presents - Some parents have asked about giving presents to staff at the end of the year. Presents to 
staff are of course not an expectation of parents, but if any parents do wish to this is more than 
acceptable. However, to minimise the risk of virus transmission, we would ask parents to leave any gift 
they wish staff to receive clearly labelled in the school foyer. This will then allow us to move them to a 
secure room for 72 hours meaning any traces of a virus that may be present would have died. The very 
latest that this can be completed would be Wednesday 14th July but we can begin to accept them from 
Monday 6th July. 
 
Kids Play - We have had confirmation this week that Kidsplay are planning to reopen their service for 
Summer Provision (with the latest Government guidance fully implemented) on 20th July. Please visit 
their website www.kidsplaychildcare.co.uk/ for more details. 
 
The MK outbreak control plan (PDF, 904KB) is designed to reduce the spread of COVID-19 in MK. The 
plan sets out some of MK’s areas for priority attention to prevent outbreaks, and the steps local people 
and organisations should take if there is an outbreak.  It’s led by Milton Keynes Council in conjunction 
with Public Health England, and eighteen local organisations provided feedback to help inform it. The 
plan will be updated regularly as new insights into the virus and its management are known. The Milton 
Keynes Health and Wellbeing Board will oversee its delivery and, if you look carefully, you can see our 
new banner on the school gates on the first page! 
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Finally this week, after many, many months of hard work, I am pleased to announce that last night the 
Governors agreed to the spending on a total Teaching and Learning ICT upgrade for the whole school. 
This includes a new server, new desktops and interactive touch screens in each class, new laptops for all 
the staff and upgrades to all of the PCs in the ICT suite. This will transform our provision, particularly with 
no more need for projectors which struggle in our well-lit classrooms. We also hope that this will all be in 
place for when the children return in September - watch this space. 
 
Have a great weekend and stay safe. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 

 
Philip Gray 
Headteacher 


